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A Tale of O0Spr i N gyeelky ahnYoluge2gssd?

_ _ ~ WINTER 2009
Once upon a very short time ago, a lonely group of Springers wandered in coifusion

asmall clearing near wooded hills in falling snow. Some sought the warmth of the smol-
dering ashes of what had been the only shelter they knew. Others huddled under an alsar-ceecececccccccccce
donedtruck with their pups. The villain in this fairy tale had been vanquistedested for |nside this issue:

setting fire to the fAkennelsd and other counts of an

. . ) i The Springer Side of Life 2
Soon, vehicles arrived, the gate opened and a different kind of human walked thosg, . ..

hills. These humans walked the area searching for dogs, feeling like Pied Pipers as the
Springers followed them to safety. These fairy godmothers and godfathers were the fir§
among many who would sort, crate, transport, feed, and hold the bewildered dogs, taking

them from the ashes of a sad, miserable life to a more promising future. ESRA s What You Make It 4

Laingds ot

farynés Message3

English Springer Rescue America, having just rescued and fostered dogs relinquished
by another large breeding facility in Kansas, was engaged in a flurrgnafle and hun- Transport Team Formed 5
dreds of phone calls across the country. Volunteers from Washington to Florida, lowa to
Texas united with just one purpdséo move nearly a hundred Springers to loving foster A visit with Marie -Claire 6
homes as quickly as possible. It took long hours, hard work, and a humongous coordirgtggeckbeck Finished
effort, but soon these dogs were traveling a bright
were experiencing palace life sleeping on hotel room beds in Missoula, Montana, Igttigifg

on leather couches getting tummy rubs in Rock Springs, Wyoming, napping curled |up to aean

volunteer in the cab of a transpbrick headed for Tucson, and getting hundreds of hjigs
and kisses from the GRITS girls while headed into the welcoming south.

So many people made this fairy tale ending to our story possible. Board membérs, co-
ordinators, drivers, foster homes, care givers, donors, web page updaters, and so 1pany
more. All of us who sat mesmerized with pride viewing the first photos of these endearin
ASpringerell asdo c¢annotamoderadakfairy taleforsananyg h

wonderful dogs. May they all live happily ever after.
English Springer

Rescue America, inc.

www.springerrescue.org

ESRA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
corporation. Our all -volunteer
organization works with love

and passion for English Springer

Mailing address for
donations and inquiries:

Dennis Sabe shows doas headed GRITS (girls raised in the South) Beth Campbell, 2721 Walker Lee Drive
westward how 10 be cougch otatoes Cindy Peterson, Leslie Allen, and Nita Watson Los Alamltos, CA 90720-4935
P help get Springerellas to Georgia. e-mail: info@springerrescue.org

at a stop in Wyoming.
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y Toby Z. Dearmin

I guess |1 061Il never be able to und -y We
buds are relinquished to shelters and rescues for the silliest reasons, like not v.
to stay outside alone, or counter surfidgll, duh! Didthey ever like notice what
we were bred to do? Hmmmiopk past our cute faces with the adorable eyes
they are, you know) and see what we are really like. A Springer is a dog who v
bred to serve his owner in a day of hunting game in the field by scenting the bi 3 ‘
running toward it, Aflushingo it i n [ ' ‘ ; t he
it for his humard allowing no terrain obstacle to defeat him. Both field and ber S . -
bred dogs retain these instincts. o 2 :r“ﬁ” his
Springer wants to be outdoors when his people are outdoors, and inside wheng i
people are insid@ not just stuck out in the yard by himself. We are used to the e 1Y
companionship of humans i n soitarig guard the | ; - re
temple entrance or watch the flock on a lonely hillside. As long as we can be 3
our humans, weore cool. Heck, we'/l/l po s 'ou
thatés a GIANT testimony to devotion, T et me tell yo

Springers are the fastest of all spaniels with great running and jumping skills. We needaadiégercise! We
miss you when you | eave, so occasionally our enthusi
and it is POSSIBLE thatn exuberant Springer running toward-gear old or, say, Brian Urlacher, could easily result in
afrightened human, but with years of training,wé | | only do it once in a while.
smel | . How el se are you going to find a bird in all
loveussooomuchhat you didndét want us to get all tired out
side, cooked it, and left it in plain sight on the kitchen counter justfé&knsd it 6 s okay on days w
to hunt. That dés wh ¢éadsto openingteaghrcans, efrigerators) furses ete.,Itol find food. Gosh,
webre just trying to help you hunt!
Carmen Laingods Home I s M| 0wes

Carmen Laing is not afraid of a challenge. She likes success stories, being able to turn a difficult dog into an adopt
able one in a short time. What does she get out of it? The ESRA member in Maple Grove, MN, sees it as a personal s
cess when she can make a difference in a dog that di
and never learned good manners from its mother.

As a young child, Carmen always knew that she wanted to train dogs, but she never had the privilege of owning a
dog until she became an adult. She learned to train dogs by first attending classes herself. She inquired as to how she
could learn to be a trainer and that company sent her through an apprenticeship. She first had to train her newly adopt
dog Shelby (1992007) and then show Shelby. She observed other trainers antexsee She has trained Puppy, Be-
ginners, Intermediate, Novice, F@pen, and Agility. Shelby won 26 titles in Obedience, Agility, Rally, and Fly Ball.
Griffin is her current Springer, who competed in the
cialty in Anoka, MN. Carmen also is a board member of TCVESSA.

Carmen got involved with ESRA when she saw an ad in the newspaper looking for foster homes. Since then, she |
fostered 15 dogs, mostly ones with behavior problems. Carmen prefers the quick turnover dogs who can be adopted
guickly so there isn6t too much bonding into her fam

Chester was a 9 week old puppy from Milwaukee Humane Society who was deemed unadoptable because he bit, bar
and chewed. He was probably sold at 5 or 6 weeks of age and had gone through one home already. Chester stayed w
Carmen for 9 months before he was adopted. He comes
vacation and he is still the good mannered dog that Carmen shaped during the formative months of his life.

(Continued on next page)
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