
 

A WORD FROM CARYN...  

ESRA CELEBRATES ITS 10th ANNIVERSARY 

English Springer Rescue America has assisted nearly 6000 dogs since our found-

ing in 1998. Our 10th anniversary celebrations will begin in October 2008, at the Ar-

lington, Texas ESSFTA National Specialty Show, and culminate at the 2009 National in 

St. Louis. Weõre very proud of this milestone and will make the celebration last a 

whole year with events in the planning for many areas across the country. Look for 

more information about this celebration in the next edition of our newsletter!                                       

Inside this issue: 

2007 Nationals and POR 2-3 

Regional focus:  

Minnesota  

4 

California Fires Donõt 

Stop ESRA 

5 

Carl Jud Foundation  4 

Easy Ways to Support  

ESRA 

6 

  

WINTER 2008 

Volume 1,  Issue 1 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to our first national ESRA newsletter. 

This is a dream come true!  

I am so grateful to the wonderful volunteers who work daily for English Springer 

Rescue America (ESRA). 2007 was a very busy year for us as more than 1300 dogs 

passed through the arms of a loving ESRA volunteer. Our members do so much for 

Springer Spaniels who, due to no fault of their 

own, end up needing a new home.  

Our volunteers rescue, foster and re -home 

our beloved Springers; hold many fundraising 

and educational events; staff booths at pet ex-

pos; educate people about our dogs and re-

sponsible pet care; and host a big store, rescue 

parade and benefit dinner at the annual ESSFTA 

National Specialty. I am thrilled that we have so 

many talented people who are members across 

the country. And, now a group of those volun-

teers has come together to make this dream of a 

newsletter come true!  

I hope that this edition of our newsletter will 

inform you, inspire you and delight you with 

news about rescue, pet information and volun-

teer opportunities.   

 

Caryn Pola  

President, English Springer Rescue America, Inc.  

 

Mailing address for  

donations and inquiries: 

2721 Walker Lee Drive 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4935 

e-mail: info@springerrescue.org 

ESRA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation. Our all-volunteer  
organization works with love  
and passion for English Springer 
Spaniels in need.  

 



ESRA NEWS SPRINGS INTO ACTION 

Welcome to the first issue of ESRA 

NEWS! As ESRA has grown to nearly 

1,000 members coast to coast, having 

a newsletter helps us share informa-

tion, experiences, stories and ideas 

about English Springer Spaniels and 

our rescue work.   

Whether you are an active volun-

teer, foster parent, adopter, casual 

member,  Springer owner, financial 

supporter, or someone who wants to 

know more about our organization, we 

hope there will be something in ESRA 

NEWS to interest  you.  

We look forward to telling the 

ESRA story with examples of dedica-

tion, happy endings, success, and 

sometimes even sadness or failure 

that remind us all  what ESRA is about.  

We hope you enjoy  the newslet-

ter  and embrace it as your own. If you 

have any comments about this issue or 

ideas for future issues, please contact 

me. We are always looking for con-

tributed articles and photos of ESRA 

activities.  

With your support and participa-

tion, we can realize and enjoy a long -

time ESRA wish that has come to frui-

tion.  

 

Shelley Dearmin  

Editor  

  Every year, the English Springer Spaniel Field 

Trial Association (ESSFTA) holds its National Spe-

cialty Show, uniting Springer lovers from all over the 

country. The 2007 show, held in Lexington, KY, pro-

vided an opportunity for òshow peopleó to support 

rescue and for ESRA members to connect face -to-

face. 

A big part of ESRAõs annual revenue is generated 

at the show. The ESRA Store was assembled from of a 

pair of 12 by 20 -foot tents that Marv Miller and Don 

Osborne hauled from California in the ESRA trailer. 

ESRA members from across the country worked shifts 

selling Springer and ESRA merchandise throughout 

the show. òUsually we open the store when the con-

formation part of the show starts. This year, we 

started setting up two days early, during Agility, and 

those Agility people beat down our doors to see our 

stuff,ó Marv said. 

 Lexington resident MaryAnn Barill pitched in to wel-

come fellow ESRA members to the event, providing maps, 

ice tea, and whatever else was needed. òI thoroughly en-

joyed working at the ESRA Store,ó she said. òWhat im-

pressed me the most is how dedicated everyone is. It was 

awesome to meet so many people who feel the same way I 

do about Springers.ó 

At the ESRA dinner and silent auction, more than 200 

people enjoyed Italian cuisine while Jennifer Cole, New 

Mexico state coordinator, and Jennifer Sersaw, Kentucky 

state coordinator provided live classical music. Many other 

volunteers helped stage the room with balloons, center-

pieces and auction items.  

 Since ESRAõs founding, its relationship with ESSFTA has 

evolved from being on the periphery to becoming an inte-

gral part of the organization. òI like to think of ESRA as the  

ESRA Shines at the ESSFTA Nationals  

By Linnea Maxwell 
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THEY WERE PERFECT DESPITE THEIR IMPERFECTIONS 

KY), Bonnie (Waynesville, NC), and 

Pepper (Lexington, KY).  

 If these dogs could speak, 

thereõs no doubt they would want to 

thank each and every ESRA volunteer 

for giving them and all the other 

Springers we have assisted a chance 

at a new life filled with security and 

love.  ALL of them were PERFECT de-

spite their imperfections.  

Some had legs that were too 

short or too long, fur that didnõt quite 

gleam in the bright Kentucky sun, 

teeth that were crooked, or gaits that 

were off -balance.   

But all eyes turned to the show 

ring, as these much -loved, rescued 

English Springer Spaniels assem-

bled for the Parade of Rescues at the 

2007 ESSFTA National Specialty in 

Lexington, KY.   

Each dog, decked out in a spe-

cial bandana and pink show ribbon, 

was greeted with a loving hug and 

kiss on the head by Carol Callahan, 

Nationals Show Chairperson, as they 

began their walk around the ring 

accompanied by their smiling own-

ers. The crowdõs emotions ran the 

gamut from tears to laughter as the 

stories of these wonderful dogs 

were broadcast over the loud-

speaker by Marv Miller, board 

member and VP -West of ESRA. 

It seemed these once -

abandoned Springers moved with 

an extra spring in their step, as if 

they knew they were being honored 

on this very special occasion.  They 

looked up at their owners with soft 

brown eyes overflowing with trust, 

and the spectators cheered and ap-

plauded both the dogs and the won-

derful people who had adopted 

them. 

 Several Springer rescue groups 

participated in the parade, with 

ESRA-adopted dogs including:  Ben 

(Kernersville, NC), Andy (Knoxville, 

TN), TJ (Montgomery, AL), Ben 

(Ashland, OH), Derby (Louisville, 

By Carol Sanderson 

service organization to the breed,ó Marv said. òESSFTA recently added 

ôrescueõ as an area of interest on the membership application,ó he added, 

explaining that he and other ESRA members provide the sound system and 

help out where needed at the show, while many of the ESSFTA members 

attend the dinner and bid on auction items to raise funds for rescue.  

 In addition to the dinner, ESRA is spotlighted during the Parade of Res-

cues, when òordinaryó Springers get to enjoy the applause in the show ring. 

òThere wasnõt a dry eye in the crowd,ó Mary Ann said. 

ESSFTA Nationals in Lexington (continued)  

Mark your calendars 

and plan to attend the 

2008 ESSFTA National 

Specialty Show,  

Oct. 25 ï Nov. 2 

Arlington Convention 

Center, Arlington, TX 

(Dallas area)  

 

For more info:  
www.dfwessa.com/08national  

The Parade of Rescue participants and their owners include 19 dogs from 11 states, all of whom are rescue success stories. 
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It is ESRAõs honor and good fortune to be a continuing recipient of great generosity from the Carl Jud Founda-

tion. Through the years, it has been my pleasure to come to know and call friends two wonderful people, Dale 

Payne, Vice President of the Carl Jud Foundation; and Vicki Till, foundation accountant.  Carl Jud, a wonderful man, 

dear friend, and animal lover, asked Dale and Vicki to use the monies from his estate to care for his beautiful, be-

loved cat. Since his passing, they started a foundation dedicated to help with the care of animals.  

Owners of a Springer and a Standard Poodle, Dale and Vicki came to know  ESRAõs co-founder Jan Flagg. Friend-

ship and common cause united the three in beneficiary  support for Springers in need.  

I have also come to cherish my friendships with Dale and Vicki who support and enjoy many ESRA events. The 

Carl Jud Foundation has been assisting ESRA with funds for rescue and funds for the Jan Flagg Memorial Fund for 

many years now, enabling the Jan Flagg Memorial Fund to provide medical care for senior, critically ill, or injured 

English Springer Spaniels. We thank the Carl Jud Foundation for helping us provide for our beloved Springers! 

  

ESRA Salutes the Carl Jud Foundation 
By Caryn Pola 

Regional Spotlight: Minnesota 
Minnesota is the land of 10,000 lakes, so if 

you live there, you have to fish. It is understood 

that you fish. And that goes for Springer Spaniels 

fostered and adopted by Carol Feldmann in Al-

exandria, MN.   

There have been several Springers in Carolõs 

life, but since joining ESRA, Abby, Brooke, Mac, 

Sophie, Indy, and Brutus have shared her home.  

Abby came from North Dakota after her owner 

passed away; Brooke came from Wisconsin after 

her owners gave her away; Mac came from north-

ern Minnesota after his owner passed away; and 

Sophie came from Wisconsin as a stray. That 

makes four times Carol has failed fostering ñ but 

we arenõt counting. 

Carol lives on a lake, which is everyoneõs 

dream in Minnesota. She fishes out of her boat or 

from her dock.  There are crappies, sunfish, bass, 

walleye, and the occasional Springer named 

Brooke.  

Brooke likes to think she is in charge in the 

pack, and Mac and Sophie just let her think so. 

While Carol is fishing off of the dock, the three 

dogs have their eyes glued to the water, waiting 

for fish to show themselves.   

One day Brooke just couldnõt wait any longer.  

Once that bobber made a move, Brooke jumped 

into the water, caught the fishing line on the òSó 

hook of her collar, and Carol had to reel her in.  

Well, reeling wasnõt exactly what she did, but 

Brooke was rescued ñ bobber and all.  

Mac is a very easy going, sweet, middle -

aged Springer who loves his toys, rawhides, and 

his playmate Brooke. Well, except for that one 

time. Mac does NOT like the water, which is unusual for a 

Springer, and will not go in the water at all  ñ unless his buddy, 

Brooke, pushes him in. Mac came up to the surface of water with 

the biggest eyes a dog could ever have. Carol guided him to 

the steps that she had built just for her dogs so they could easily 

walk up to the dock from the water.  

Mac wasnõt quite sure of Brooke for a while, but later that 

evening they were once again the best of buddies, lying on the 

floor together in front of the fireplace, taking a nap and dream-

ing of fishing.  

After all, in Minnesota it is understood that you dream of 

fishing!  

By Kathy Raidt 

Carol Feldmann and three of her failed fosters, Sophie, Brooke, and Mac. 
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