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I hope everyone is having a wonderful summer. 

My Springers love summer! They really enjoy their 

baby swimming pool and playing outside. The only downside 

to summer is having wet Springers in my lap and in my bed!  

Even in the midst of summer fun, we are turning our at-

tention to Fall and fundraising! ESRA will be at the ESSFTA 

National Springer Show in Arlington, TX, from October 24 

through November 2. This is the show most of us refer to as 

ñnationals.ò If you do not know about this show, let me tell 

you about a great way to spend a week! 

The ESSFTA, the national parent club for our breed, holds 

a national dog show once a year. The show moves all over the 

country so that itôs held in a different state each year. It is a 

fabulous week with a variety of dog activities to watch, including not only the Confirma-

tion competition (the ñbest of breedò type dog show most people are familiar with) but also 

Itôs about time for doggies and human 

folk to head for the ESSFTA Nationals in 

Arlington, Texas. Thatôs pretty 

near Dallas, I hear tell. 

All the hot diggity Springer 

doggies will be rounded up at 

the Arlington Convention Cen-

ter from October 24 to Novem-

ber 2.  

Thereôll be a passel of 

downright fun things to see and 

do at the show and at our ESRA 

Fundraising ñHoedownò on October 30.  

Why, ESRA is even hitting the dusty 

trail with our store wagon to bring bushels of 

great Springer items for your shoppinô pleas-

ure. And if óin you can mosey away from all 

those great Springer doggies, you can high 

tail it to the nearby Six Flags over Texas 

or Six Flags Hurricane Harbor, the dad-

blasted largest water 

park in America.  

       Donôt you worry your 

pretty little head about 

finding a cozy spot in the 

bunkhouse to rest at night. 

The Arlington Sheraton 

and the Country Inn and 

Suites are right close and 

will be tickled pink to have 

you stay with them.  

As fer vittles, heck whizz, some of 

the best restaurants around are within 

spittinô distance of the convention center.  

 

Yôall come, ya hear? 

As Thoughts Turn to Fall...and Nationals  
By Caryn Pola, ESRA President 

Howdy from Texas!  
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You know, writing this newsletter column isnôt such a bad gig. After just one 

issue Iôm gettinô e-mail and pictures from cute four-legged babes! 

But first, youôll never guess what my humans just did. How many times have I 

heard Mom say I am ñperfect in nearly every way?ò And Dad always mutters ñno 

wayò every time she looks at ESRA dogs that need a good home. Yep, you guessed 

it, they up and adopted some wacky energy ball named Sam! He has some fancy 

thing wrong with his leg, but that didnôt stop him from flying all around the house, 

eating all the toys, wanting Mom and Dad to throw a ball 24/7. He even licks out of 

my big sister Daisyôs food bowl. Gee whiz, sheôs an Akita/Shepherd mix! When I 

first got here, I couldn't even walk by her food bowl without her growling and snap-

ping at me. This guy, she just bats her eyes at. What's up with that?  

Since he had his leg surgery, little ñboy wonderò has to spend a month in the 

crate. Itôs way more peaceful for me until he howls to get out of the crate. If you ask 

me, the kid should be happy to be in there. I mean, the inside of his crate looks like 

the toy aisle at PetsMart after an earthquake! You know the worst thing about having 

a little brother? He LIKES me. Pesters me all the time to play, play, play!! Enough 

about me, now back to my fan mail from a good looking fur babe. 

The Springer Side of Life  By Toby Z. Dearmin 

Hi Toby,  

I am a 10-year-old Springer (field variety) in Harrisburg, NC. Iôve been in my forever home since I was rescued 

when I was 18 months old. I loved your article in the ESRA News, and I have a funny story to share about my Dad. 

    The story begins when Mom and Dad were getting a new kitchen floor. However, 

I should first tell you I am wild for tennis balls. As long as I can remember, I just 

canôt get enough of them. I have a whole crock 

full of tennis balls. I paw in the crock sending the 

balls flying until I find just the right one to chew 

on. My mom calls it my Toy Pot. Whatever.  

   Right after the new floor was done, my Dad 

brought home some covers for the heating and 

air vents on the kitchen floor. I had no clue 

what that was about, but I saw this big open 

hole in the floor and it looked like a perfect 

spot to drop my tennis ball, so I did!  

Dad didnôt seem too happy about that, and the 

next thing I knew, he was crawling under the house all the way to the 

middle, then he opened the vent hose get my ball, taped the hose back closed and 

crawled back out. I wanted to go under the house with him, but he said no. I got 

my ball back and the hole in the kitchen floor was closed up. I thought it was end 

of story.  

The next day, Mom and Dad were in the kitchen, drinking coffee, and then 

Dad opened up the hole again. I couldnôt believe my luck! I jumped up, got my 

ball and ran as quick as I could to drop it back in the hole. I never saw my Dad 

move so fast! He beat me to the hole and put the register back down, closing up 

the hole. Then both Mom and Dad starting laughing a lot and slapping their knees. 

I didnôt get it ï it didnôt seem funny to me that I couldnôt drop my ball again into 

that great dark hole, but whatever makes them happy is very cool with me. I just 

laid down and gave my tennis ball a few really good chews. 

 Your friend, 

  Sassy (and Sassyôs Mom, Donna Morgan) 
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