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ESRA Volunteers Make Miracles Happen Volume 2, Issue 2
By Caryn Pola, ESRA President
| can hardly explain my feelings when we were asked to SPRING/SUMMER 2009

side s issue:

Become a Foster Home 3

help rescue 100 English Springer Spaniels. | knew we had tqg
t here for the dogshgwwdwete gomg
do it! We did not have much time to discuss it or make plans
because it was going to happen fast. Suddenly, we learned i
could be as many as 200 Springers.

2009 Nationals 5

FAST is how our members reacted to our calls for help,
thatdés when we knew we coul
such rapid action that we were blown away!

Behind the Scenesona 6
Transport

When you look up the definition of a volunteer in the dic- ‘
tionary, you geta person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or un-
dertaking or a person who performs a service willingly and without pay. Mill Pupds HO9 oy

Foods Not to Feed 7

But that is an understatement when you try to define our ESRA volunteers; in fai
does not even come close. Our members are so passionate about our breed that tley-wift
drive all night to help stage an area for receiving the dogs, or work hundreds of hoyrs
developing a nationwide transportation pool. Our volunteers gave hundreds of dollgrs
be sure dogs get the proper health care and necessary vetting. They flew and drove
sands of miles to bring dogs to foster homes all over the USA. It was a miracle.

Our caring volunteers started calling for donations, and arranged health care pgli
for the dogs and cases of Advantage. We worked w@bQlPet Meds, Bayer Pharma-
ceuticals and PetSmart Charities, a crate company, and the Carl Jud foundation to|gt
needed items and emergency funds for the dogs. Our parent club members from the English Springer
ESSFTA jumped in with crates, funds, and a new campaign to raise funds and awdreRescue America, inc.
ness. Many joined in and helped with grooming, transporting, and whelping puppie WspIngsese.oN

o

t.....................

When | try to define the type of volunteers we have in ESRA, all | can say is thg _ )

. . . . ESRA is a norprofit 501(c)(3) cor-

they are the best, most loving, passionate, caring, dedicated people | know. | am S¢ poration. Our alvolunteer organiza
proud to belong to this organization and the most amazing group of people dedicatpdaworks with love

nd passion for English Springer
the dogs they love. Spaniels in need.

I knew deep in my heart that | coul|d say nyes wgp ¢

200 Springer Spaniels. | knew it because | knew all of you wonderful, amazing people ~ Mailing address for

. . donations and inquiries:
were just waiting to volunteer. 2721 Walker Lee Drive
Los Alamitos, CA 90721935

Thank you all for being there, and God Bless you all. :
e-mail: info@springerrescue.org
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The Springer Side of Life By Toby 2. earmin
s x Imagine my surprise when into
the patio flies another sparrow this
morning. Somebady needs to equip
wh 0theée L(le?dZS Wi(t:h%l}éz‘gs? system!
Now, Mom is getting better at this
and she got the house door closed
before Sam knew what was going

I just have to ask you dogs all a question
Do you understand your humans, or am | the%,
only one in the Spr |‘t
get a handle on what these people want us t¢ 4
do? | am so confused!

Sam, my younger brother, is something | ’

Mo m calls a ﬁf el die i zjs obne.et'Noetntnbeu,S'l'é_m St
ast.lcally t.ryln.g t o : nflluiskheo g(lluoeo.kSSol'nkoew,
chasing to me) some big black bidscrows, |

_ _ bird all around the patio. | swear all |
think, from our backyard. He gets all kind of P hs o was trying to do was get him to go

praise for it, but when | 6m runninogtthé(gbgnd(f)oﬁ[‘oBk@IikeMom

line trying to Aflusho |izards, Shvx%st&ocaﬁae\/\%dm%oﬁetdidm?het0

they eat flies. o bird got away, but my mom is ec-
Then when | start flushing flies out of the corner where they lovetohangs t at i ¢ . Boy, sheods

out , she tells me to stop being siabdutthis@untthg stuff. MEtheiwdly t h
tency there? | was just trying to do what she wants those ugly lizardstodo!!i nt o t he ki tchen, s
Yesterday, it got even more confusing. Some little bird gets lostandendsugpp et t i ng me, and pr a
on our screeneth patio. Does he go perch up high to figure out his exitstrat-e at i ng t he bird. o S
egy? Nali he goes suicidal. Fool sparrow is crashing into posts and screenif? She reaches into our treat cup-
bashing his head every three seconds. Sam decides to flush this bird, and hgdsrd and rewards me with a freeze

racing up and down the patio | i ke dar jcehda mpt.r ilpd lolf bcenidc
critter. I's mom happy? Heck no. | nsoobcd €onfusegdlth e 6s been
time to fistopd and to Aleave it.o Sam |l ooks at her |

catches up to him she does that gré’sﬁAsNev@sonitorr‘lags?a{f sweepo
are naturally reluctant to part with whatever yummy, yet taboo, treat we have

found. In the midst of all this, | am watching, trying to figure out what the heclpyplisher

she wants ME to do. | candét under s¥e@oléd why she want s
Ti sndt that what sheds been trai ni asgnm@eartninkkng do? Sudd:¢
neither Sam nor Mom can find it.

Criminney T do | have to do everything around here? So out | go to the i ,
patio and there | sit. The bird I ii;%:f%éjzlran flew right
| tell you it was suicidal? Well, Mom turns on me and screams at me to drop '
the $#* % bird in her football gameCoﬁy%&ito(flq_ayoutThat65 t he
team playing hundreds of miles away can hear her and call a better play. SO |innea Maxwell
heck yeah, 1 06m going to drop the Bird! And there it
have scared it to death with all that yelling!! Writers

And now that sheo6s got the darn [tKafgDHlgc, she doesnoét
up by its foot, looks at us both sitting quietly waiting to see how she will di- | tiinéa M?XWG"
vide this treat and with total disgust on her face dumps the critter in the trash<athy Raidt
can. What a waste! She gave Sam mini lectures for the rest of the morning o2
~ ) N Ca[ol}ln Mall%y
about what Al eave ito means, and f 0 owe€d me around
while telling me what a good dog | Didnoét |

?
Gra%k%'Congl'JIpanq j
whatever.

David Latimer



By Carolyn Molloy

I nStant G ratlflcathn Ava.l I able ESRA Foster Home Chairperson

Want a norfattening way to find instant gratification? You are nearly guaranteed the savory experience of love,
wiggles and entertainment from a foster Springer. To witness these fosters regain their self confidence, watch their tru
personalities emerge, and thrive in your care is an amazing evolution that yields incredible rewards. There is some bit-
tersweet added too, as the dogs leave you to begin their new lives with their very own families.

Pl ease consider giving back to ESRA by becoming a f
tion of our organization. When foster space is unavailable, we have to make the agonizing choice to turn some Spring:
ers away. The summer fAdumping seasono is here, and

There are no special qualifications to being a foster home other than a willingness to provide the dogs with a safe
and loving environment. To be sure, some challenges come with the job, but ESRA has plenty of mentors who will
coach you throughout the process. Whether you can foster once to provide emergency foster space, or you become a
seasoned pro like some of our volunteers interviewed below, opening your home to a foster dog is a Gold Standard
way to help. Submit your foster home application and your coordinator or local volunteer will be in contact. Find the
application and | earn mo wmew.SpringetRescuE.&djdindfasterfntonls t er pr ogr

Getting Started With Fostering By Linnea Maxvell

If you love Madeline Finnerty of Ashland, OH, points out that
Springers and | when you first bring a new dog into your house, there
wish you are issues about the peckir
could help to walk around the yard by itself with my dogs still in-
them all, but side. Then | crate the foster dog or put him back in my
realize the car and let my dogs outly dogs usually realize there is
limitations of a new dog and will do some sniffinghen they go and
% owning too do their own thing. | may bring the new dog into the
P A QM many dogs, house and allow him to get a drink and walk around.
J e . . | consider fos- Back in the yard, where there is lots of space, | let the
Buddyos coat is typilcaBTrafn gh attogsdgstdaiimy eagh othemwatch for signs of one
may encounter when a new dog arrives from| - ag difficult as dog wanting to dominate the otheFéien | bring them
a shelter after being dumped by his owner. . N
some might all back inside and may keep them separated or even
think, and ESRAG6s foster famatle etshearfeo htagrrp yatt of isrhatr.e
experience to help you get started. ESRA President Caryn Pola has fostered more than
According to Kara DuLa&hields of Knoxuville, TN, 200 dogs, and follows a similar procedure when intro-

fostering is a learasyou-go situation, butaslongasyoul duci ng a new dog to her pac
treat the dog with kindness and respect, anything you do ing the new guy, we take off his leash. But we always
will likely be better than where the dog came from. stay in the yard. After some time the new dog will ven-

Al was very nervous ab ou fureig e hoysg angywe |ghhnexplgre. We dogiRt i r
Chance, our first foster | dgawy fopdorbanesoytiwg nevesfped gones af any
neglect my own two dogs, and | didn't want to somehow  Kind). Usually I let them relax before feeding, and feed
6mess up6 with Chance, butlt hd teewwkoGodWhY mf NOMemiINg
the only thing we really had to do was to love Chance and What happens next depends on whether the foster
teach him just | ike we do dogaamedramnma sbelterorisan owner relinquishment.

Continued on page 4
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Getting Started With Fostering  (continued from page 3)

For shelter dogs, Car yn s;jaypavedant Wil respdmewelhteattentibo, rainingand e a

smel |l vy, | 61 I give a bath ahdveaior Madel i hel saan. hol d

will, but most times | have to give a bath. Flea preventionis  ggmetimes families fall in love and adopt their fos-

done at that time.Oo ter dog, often referred to
No matter where Bill Timmons of Ft. Pier«
the dog came ing to be very rewarding. It is always sad to send them
from, Caryn ad- to the forever homes, but
visesthenewfos-' ¢ mji ddl eman. 8 It would be e
ter home to be but if 1| do, then | donot
careful. fAYeus AP tjvamd6t havenodt yet.

know this dog and
you need to be
wary.Don't be
kissing the dog,
but be talking to As M.L. Woy, of West Sacramento, CA, says,

. fYou meet a | ot of reat
Some grooming and TLC from his foster | him. He may be g P

family make Buddy ready foradoption. | very ner vio L?'%QS, a(g\d will make many new friendships. There is a

For the f ot Madeli avi ing the f lot of satisfaction watching a new dog develop while it
or the first night, Madeline advises crating the foster oy, your care. You will get to know other fostering

dog, at least until she trusts the dog or knows that he/sh> isfamilies as you quiz them about dog behavior and how
h.o use trained. _n Most of my thgyodésafv\ﬁﬂ{fgstern\é", yoﬁr ne?m%r%vr\]/il} buid.The ©F
nights crated and then lay on their own bédlso crate the down side. the sad da¥1you wave goodbye to your fos-

foster dog when | leave th‘?eragmosﬁe%ltegrstasyoﬁ?wrgﬁ:rih(?mgotohisnew

Caryn does not crate the dog on the first night, but sets home, knowing that you would like to keep him forever
up an area with a baby gate and dog bed near herownbedi b yt t hat would stop you f |

ﬁWhgre I can keep an eye on Ii'glv?n nseé'vicg,uyﬁ\ﬂlﬁa?t-bg/é?v&i;kpéd) '
he is uneasy.o knowing that in the future, | could foster another ESRA

Fawn Bryan of Chagrin Faldpmgerit@bohelgedhdwh@tiat the Sptifiger | fad

Most families know that parting with their foster
dogs will be an emotional time, but the rewards out-
weigh the sadness.

leash in the house to begin witfekethe dog out every just helped was going to a great home...who still con-
hour to make sure he is potty trained. Stretchtfoeitime tactsmel t 6s wonderful hear ho
when you feel comfortable that the foster is potty trained ifh o w much the new family | o
noti pottytrainl f you have children in your home, donot

leave the dog unattended with them or overwhelm a

stressed out dog with excited children. Take your time, ir-

troduce one child at a time and set each introduction up Tor

success for the Springer and for the children. o

Most foster dogs will need a vet visit soon after coming
into ESRAOGs care. Foster homes need to work with the
state coordinator to understand what expenses are cove'ed
and how to submit bills for reimbursement.

Once the foster dog settles into your routine, daily cae
is no different than with your own dogs. Within a few
weeks, youbll see the dog blossom into one thatés re

be adopted. AFoster dogs seem to know that they have
Finally, Buddy is adopted and has a forever family.
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