
 

A WORD FROM CARYN...  

ESRA CELEBRATES ITS 10th ANNIVERSARY 

English Springer Rescue America has assisted nearly 6000 dogs since our found-

ing in 1998. Our 10th anniversary celebrations will begin in October 2008, at the Ar-

lington, Texas ESSFTA National Specialty Show, and culminate at the 2009 National in 

St. Louis. Weõre very proud of this milestone and will make the celebration last a 

whole year with events in the planning for many areas across the country. Look for 

more information about this celebration in the next edition of our newsletter!                                       
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It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to our first national ESRA newsletter. 

This is a dream come true!  

I am so grateful to the wonderful volunteers who work daily for English Springer 

Rescue America (ESRA). 2007 was a very busy year for us as more than 1300 dogs 

passed through the arms of a loving ESRA volunteer. Our members do so much for 

Springer Spaniels who, due to no fault of their 

own, end up needing a new home.  

Our volunteers rescue, foster and re -home 

our beloved Springers; hold many fundraising 

and educational events; staff booths at pet ex-

pos; educate people about our dogs and re-

sponsible pet care; and host a big store, rescue 

parade and benefit dinner at the annual ESSFTA 

National Specialty. I am thrilled that we have so 

many talented people who are members across 

the country. And, now a group of those volun-

teers has come together to make this dream of a 

newsletter come true!  

I hope that this edition of our newsletter will 

inform you, inspire you and delight you with 

news about rescue, pet information and volun-

teer opportunities.   

 

Caryn Pola  

President, English Springer Rescue America, Inc.  

 

Mailing address for  

donations and inquiries: 

2721 Walker Lee Drive 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4935 

e-mail: info@springerrescue.org 

ESRA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation. Our all-volunteer  
organization works with love  
and passion for English Springer 
Spaniels in need.  

 



ESRA NEWS SPRINGS INTO ACTION 

Welcome to the first issue of ESRA 

NEWS! As ESRA has grown to nearly 

1,000 members coast to coast, having 

a newsletter helps us share informa-

tion, experiences, stories and ideas 

about English Springer Spaniels and 

our rescue work.   

Whether you are an active volun-

teer, foster parent, adopter, casual 

member,  Springer owner, financial 

supporter, or someone who wants to 

know more about our organization, we 

hope there will be something in ESRA 

NEWS to interest  you.  

We look forward to telling the 

ESRA story with examples of dedica-

tion, happy endings, success, and 

sometimes even sadness or failure 

that remind us all  what ESRA is about.  

We hope you enjoy  the newslet-

ter  and embrace it as your own. If you 

have any comments about this issue or 

ideas for future issues, please contact 

me. We are always looking for con-

tributed articles and photos of ESRA 

activities.  

With your support and participa-

tion, we can realize and enjoy a long -

time ESRA wish that has come to frui-

tion.  

 

Shelley Dearmin  

Editor  

  Every year, the English Springer Spaniel Field 

Trial Association (ESSFTA) holds its National Spe-

cialty Show, uniting Springer lovers from all over the 

country. The 2007 show, held in Lexington, KY, pro-

vided an opportunity for òshow peopleó to support 

rescue and for ESRA members to connect face -to-

face. 

A big part of ESRAõs annual revenue is generated 

at the show. The ESRA Store was assembled from of a 

pair of 12 by 20 -foot tents that Marv Miller and Don 

Osborne hauled from California in the ESRA trailer. 

ESRA members from across the country worked shifts 

selling Springer and ESRA merchandise throughout 

the show. òUsually we open the store when the con-

formation part of the show starts. This year, we 

started setting up two days early, during Agility, and 

those Agility people beat down our doors to see our 

stuff,ó Marv said. 

 Lexington resident MaryAnn Barill pitched in to wel-

come fellow ESRA members to the event, providing maps, 

ice tea, and whatever else was needed. òI thoroughly en-

joyed working at the ESRA Store,ó she said. òWhat im-

pressed me the most is how dedicated everyone is. It was 

awesome to meet so many people who feel the same way I 

do about Springers.ó 

At the ESRA dinner and silent auction, more than 200 

people enjoyed Italian cuisine while Jennifer Cole, New 

Mexico state coordinator, and Jennifer Sersaw, Kentucky 

state coordinator provided live classical music. Many other 

volunteers helped stage the room with balloons, center-

pieces and auction items.  

 Since ESRAõs founding, its relationship with ESSFTA has 

evolved from being on the periphery to becoming an inte-

gral part of the organization. òI like to think of ESRA as the  

ESRA Shines at the ESSFTA Nationals  

By Linnea Maxwell 
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